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FROM THE EDITOR

.Wishing You All the Best for the New Year!

Please do send us your articles, jokes and
interesting items that you would like to be
included in he newsletter. If you send a travel
article, please include pictures.
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Fred Buchi 604-581-5508

PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS MMEESSSSAAGGEE
Hi Vancouver Interline Club members,

This is a happy and yet a sad report all at the same time.
On behalf of the VIC Executive and Membership I would
like to express our condolences to VIC member, Val
Philbrook and her family, on the passing of her husband
and a Past WACA President, Gerry Philbrook. We are
happy that we had the honour of having two prestigious
guests to our first VIC Executive meeting for 2023; WACA
President, Maga Ramasamy and WACA Administration
Manager, Keith Miller.

There have been some changes to the VIC Executive this
year.

I would like to welcome Katrina Elliot as our new Club
Secretary.

I would also like to welcome Patrick Finch as our new
Tours and Information Officer.

Pat Parsons has changed her role as Club’s Secretary to
her new role as Co-Social Director working alongside with
Sue Laufer.

I would also like to thank past Social Director, Ann Senko,
for generously offering this her amenity room for this
meeting.

Thank you Nigel Cole for your input and ideas throughout
the year as President for 2021-2022. They have been
inspirational to the VIC.

I have been in direct contact with AIM – Regional
Coordinator, Yousef Suleiman, regarding the 54th AGA in
Jordan as well as the pre tour in Egypt and the Nile Cruise.
More details to be announced soon.

Exciting events are in the works this year. One of these is a
cruise to Alaska. This is the first time that The Vancouver
Interline Club has planned a cruise since the VIC hosted
the WACA AGA in 1996. Our Tours and Information
Officer, Patrick Finch, will provide more details in his report.

I look forward to working with the new Executive and
connecting with existing Members and meeting all the new
ones at our social events in 2023.

Stay safe.

Yours in Interlining,

Freddie Whiting

President, Vancouver Interline Club

KKaattrriinnaa EElllliioott

604-506-0072
PPaattrriicckk FFiinncchh
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CHRISTMAS BRUNCH DEC 18, 2022
Our last social event of 2022 came together very
well considering many factors especially the
weather. We saluted our dear Ann Senko for 41
years of amazing dedicated service to our club.
> Door prizes winners included Pat Lindeman,
Lynda Davis, Claude Hewitt, Loretta Buchi, Paul
Tyrkus, Janet Glowacki, Nigel Cole, Patrick
Finch, Darlene Randall, Mark Glowacki, Lauraine
Pomerleau, Judith Guevara & Patricia Baisi.

> Ugliest sweater prizes went to both Doriano &
Patricia Baisi (1st & 2nd) & runners-up were Pat
Parsons, Claude Hewitt & Pat Eveliegh.

Going forward as co-chairs for the Social
Committee, Pat & I are keen to get some events
going for the new year. Please bear with, as we
settle in to our new roles & get some events up &
planned.

Sue Laufer & Pat Parsons
Entertainment

VIC CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb 16 TBA

Mar 16 Ohare’s Pub

Apr TBA

May Fashion Show, McKee House, Ladner

June TBA

Uly Car Rally /picnic

Aug Pitch & Putt

Sep Walk Rally

Oct Bowling & Spaghetti Factory

Nov 18 Silent Auction

Dec Brunch

r





Sky Burial!
I had the occasion recently to attend a “western-style”
funeral, a ritual too-well-known to many of us. The
deceased was lying peacefully, appearing asleep,
surrounded by flowers and also by grieving friends and
relatives, who were slowly coming to grips with the reality
of the situation. As I stood viewing the body, with organ
music playing in the background, I pondered some of the
fundamental mysteries of life – what now? Where are we
going next?

I remember doing a research paper in university on
“Suicide”, and I remember writing that in some Inuit
communities, rather than causing a burden to their
families, when the time comes, an older member of the
family will just walk out into the snow, and disappear. I
don’t know the frequency with which this happens, but the
family is not burdened with disposing of the body.

In most cultures, however, death, and disposing of the
body, is a religious ritual. Being an airline employee, and
a single individual within the great number of people who
love to travel, and therefore who are interested in cultures
of different areas of the world, I became interested in the
ritual of “sky burial” as our small group on an Interline tour
led by Julian Chau 2-3 years ago, approached an area in
Tibet where this practice was carried out. We were not
allowed to stop, or visit, but I am in close contact with
someone who was allowed to witness this unique event. I
will share with you what I have learned.

Rather than feeling squeamish about the whole thing,
please be aware that many religions teach that the body
is simply a temporary place in which the soul resides,
before it moves on. Most Tibetans are Buddhists, and
therefore believe in “bhava”, loosely-translated as
“rebirth”. Once the spirit has left the body, the previous
“temple”, now old and worn-out, has served its purpose.
In some cases around the world, the body is actually
“preserved”, and we are all familiar with the elaborate
embalming procedures carried out in ancient Egypt, but
most-often it is deliberately, but respectfully, discarded. In
many cultures, including our own, the body is simply
buried, but increasingly here, and common elsewhere, it
is ceremoniously cremated – it serves no more purpose.

In most cultures, however, death, and disposing of the
body, is a religious ritual. Being an airline employee, and
a single individual within the great number of people who
love to travel, and therefore who are interested in cultures
of different areas of the world, I became interested in the
ritual of “sky burial” as our small group, led by Julian 2-3
years ago, approached an area in Tibet where this
practice was carried out. We were not allowed to stop, or
visit, but I am in close contact with someone who was
allowed to witness this unique event. I will share with you
what I have learned.

In some cases around the world, the body is actually
“preserved”, and we are all familiar with the elaborate
embalming procedures carried out in ancient Egypt, but
most-often it is deliberately, but respectfully, discarded. In
many cultures, including our own, the body is simply
buried, but increasingly here, and common elsewhere, it
is ceremoniously cremated – it serves no more purpose.

In Tibet, firewood is scarce (most of Tibet is above the tree
line), so cremation was never a practical choice. The
countryside is rocky, and in many cases is solidified with
permafrost, so digging a proper grave has also not been
an option. Whereas potentially covering the body with
rocks might have been chosen as a solution, and this is
actually the choice deployed elsewhere, the Tibetans
chose a different approach, “sky burial” - feeding the body
to the birds. This practice, called “jhator” (literally “giving
alms to the birds”), is seen as an act of generosity on
behalf of the deceased, providing food to other living
creatures, who also possess souls.

HHeerree’’ss wwhhaatt II wwaass ttoolldd,, ffrroomm ssoommeeoonnee wwhhoo wwaass aalllloowweedd ttoo
wwiittnneessss tthhiiss cceerreemmoonnyy fifirrsstt--hhaanndd -- tthhee rriittuuaall aaccttuuaallllyy ssttaarrttss
tthhee ddaayy bbeeffoorree,, wwiitthh cchhaannttss,, rreelliiggiioouuss rreeaaddiinnggss,, aanndd vviissiittss
bbyy ffrriieennddss aanndd ffaammiillyy.. TThhee jjhhaattoorr iittsseellff,, aa ssoolleemmnn aanndd
rreessppeeccttffuull ooppeerraattiioonn,, ooccccuurrss tthhee nneexxtt mmoorrnniinngg,, aass tthhee ssuunn
rriisseess,, aanndd iiss aatttteennddeedd oonnllyy bbyy iimmmmeeddiiaattee ffaammiillyy ––
ffoorreeiiggnneerrss aarree nnoott aalllloowweedd ttoo wwiittnneessss tthhee pprroocceeeeddiinnggss.. TThhee
rriittuuaall iiss ccoonndduucctteedd bbyy aa llaammaa ((ii..ee.. mmoonnkk)),, wwhhoo iiss aaiiddeedd bbyy
rrooggyyaappaass,, oonnee oorr ttwwoo mmeenn ((rraarreellyy wwoommeenn)) wwhhoo aaccttuuaallllyy
ddiissmmeemmbbeerr tthhee bbooddyy.. TThhee bbuurrnniinngg ooff jjuunniippeerr iinncceennssee aanndd
cchhaannttiinngg ddrraawwss tthhee bbiirrddss ((mmoossttllyy GGrriiffffoonn VVuullttuurreess,, GGyyppss
ffuullvvuuss,, bbuutt aallssoo aa ffeeww hhaawwkkss aanndd rraavveennss)),, wwhhiicchh aasssseemmbbllee
oonn tthhee rroocckkss nneeaarrbbyy,, wwaaiittiinngg ttoo bbee ssuummmmoonneedd.. TThhee
vvuullttuurreess aarree ccoonnssiiddeerreedd ttoo bbee ddaakkiinniiss,, pprreesseenntt iinn bbootthh tthhee
BBuuddddhhiisstt aanndd HHiinndduu rreelliiggiioonnss,, aanndd ccaalllleedd ““vvaallkkyyrriieess”” iinn
aanncciieenntt NNoorrssee mmyytthhoollooggyy,, bbaassiiccaallllyy hhiigghhllyy--rreevveerreedd ffeemmaallee
fifigguurreess aatt aann aaddvvaanncceedd ssttaaggee ooff eennlliigghhtteennmmeenntt.. IIff tthhee
mmoorree--hhuunnggrryy vvuullttuurreess aapppprrooaacchh ttoooo cclloosseellyy,, tthheeyy aarree
ddrriivveenn ooffff bbyy ssttiicckkss,, uunnttiill tthheeiirr ttiimmee ccoommeess..

TThhee rrooggyyaappaass ggoo aabboouutt tthheeiirr bbuussiinneessss aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo aa
pprroocceedduurree ddeefifinneedd iinn aa 1122tthh cceennttuurryy BBuuddddhhiisstt ddooccuummeenntt,,
BBaarrddoo TThhoonnddooll,, rreeffeerrrreedd ttoo aass ““TThhee BBooookk ooff TThhee DDeeaadd””..
TThhiiss iinnvvoollvveess ppllaacciinngg tthhee bbooddyy oonn aa llaarrggee flflaatt rroocckk,,
uunnwwrraappppiinngg iitt ffrroomm iittss wwhhiittee lliinneennss,, aanndd ccuuttttiinngg iitt iinnttoo iittss
rreessppeeccttiivvee ccoommppoonneennttss.. ““SSkkyy bbuurriiaall”” iiss ssoommeettiimmeess rreeffeerrrreedd
ttoo aass ““rriittuuaall ddiisssseeccttiioonn””.. TToo WWeesstteerrnneerrss,, ddeettaaiillss ooff tthhee
jjhhaattoorr ((nnoott ggiivveenn hheerree)) mmaayy sseeeemm ggrruueessoommee,, aass aarree ddeettaaiillss
ooff tthhee EEggyyppttiiaann eemmbbaallmmiinngg pprroocceedduurreess ((tthhee bbrraaiinn iiss
eexxttrraacctteedd tthhrroouugghh tthhee nnoossee aanndd tthhee eennttrraaiillss aarree ssaavveedd iinn aa
jjaarr –– rreemmeemmbbeerr??)),, bbuutt aappppaarreennttllyy iitt iiss ccaarrrriieedd oouutt wwiitthh
ssoolleemmnn rreevveerreennccee.. TThhee ffaammiillyy oofftteenn ssiittss nneeaarrbbyy,, bbuutt nnoott
uussuuaallllyy iinn ssiigghhtt ooff tthhee bbooddyy.. NNoott ssuurrpprriissiinnggllyy,, pphhoottooggrraapphhss
aarree ccoonnssiiddeerreedd ooffffeennssiivvee,, eevveenn eexxppllooiittiivvee,, aanndd aarree
((nnoorrmmaallllyy)) ffoorrbbiiddddeenn..



hhee ppiieecceess aarree tthheenn ppllaacceedd iinn aa cceennttrraall aarreeaa ffoorr tthhee vvuullttuurreess,,
wwhhiicchh vvoorraacciioouussllyy fifigghhtt ffoorr ffoooodd,, jjuusstt aass wwee sseeee iinn ppiiccttuurreess
ffrroomm AAffrriiccaa..

WWhheenn tthhee bbiirrddss hhaavvee ssttrriippppeedd tthhee bboonneess,, tthheessee iinn ttuurrnn aarree
tthheenn ssmmaasshheedd iinnttoo ppuullpp uussiinngg aa ssttoonnee mmaalllleett,, mmiixxeedd wwiitthh
bbaarrlleeyy mmeeaall,, aanndd lleefftt ffoorr tthhee ssmmaalllleerr bbiirrddss.. AAtt tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee
ddaayy,, nnootthhiinngg iiss lleefftt..

IItt sshhoouulldd bbee nnootteedd tthhaatt tthhee rriittuuaall iittsseellff iiss eellaabboorraattee aanndd
eexxppeennssiivvee,, aanndd mmaannyy ccoommmmoonneerrss hhaavvee nnoo cchhooiiccee bbuutt ttoo
lleeaavvee tthhee bbooddyy wwhhoollee,, iinnttaacctt,, ttoo bbee eeaatteenn aass--iiss,, wwiitthhoouutt tthhee
rriittuuaall ((aass tthhee ZZoorrooaassttrriiaannss ddoo)),, bbuutt tthhee wwhhoollee ccoonncceepptt iiss ssttiillll
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd hhoonnoouurraabbllee aanndd ““ccoorrrreecctt””..

AAss hhuummaann bbeeiinnggss,, ffaacciinngg oouurr oowwnn ttrraannssiieenntt mmoorrttaalliittyy iiss
ddiifffificcuulltt.. BBuutt aass ttrraavveelllleerrss wwee aarree ffoorrttuunnaattee ttoo hhaavvee tthhee
ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo lleeaarrnn aabboouutt ootthheerr ccuullttuurreess,, ootthheerr bbeelliieeffss,, aanndd
ddaayy--ttoo--ddaayy lliiffee ((aanndd ddeeaatthh)) ooff ootthheerr hhuummaann bbeeiinnggss..
TTrraavveell pprroovviiddeess uunnppaarraalllleell ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess ttoo lleeaarrnn.. ““SSkkyy
bbuurriiaall”” mmaayy nnoott bbee aa ttooppiicc ttoo ddiissccuussss wwiitthh yyoouurr
ggrraannddcchhiillddrreenn aarroouunndd tthhee ddiinnnneerr ttaabbllee,, bbuutt yyoouu hhaavvee ttoo
aaddmmiitt iitt cceerrttaaiinnllyy iiss aannootthheerr iinntteerreessttiinngg ffaacceett ooff tthhiiss
ffaasscciinnaattiinngg wwoorrlldd wwee lliivvee iinn..

SStteevvee CChhaarrllttoonn

VVIICC MMeemmbbeerr ffrroomm MMoonnttrreeaall


