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FROM THE EDITOR

Wishing everyone good health and stay safe.

Please do send us your articles, jokes and 

interesting items that you would like to be included in 
the newsletter. If you send a travel article, please 
include pictures.

Check out the new updated WACA

website. www.waca.org

Our new address is: Vancouver Interline Club, 
106-15153 98th Avenue
Surrey, B. C. V3R 9M8
or use the e-mail on our new
http://www.vancouverinterlineclub.ca Our new email 

is: yvrinterlineclub@gmail.com

To sign up for the e-mail

version of the newsletter,send your e-mail to 
maxpat@telus.net

Follow VIC and WACA on Facebook

Nigel Finch Cole

Pat Parsons 679-8025

782-4762

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Happy New Year Vancouver Interline Club members.

Keith Miller, WACA Administration Manager, has 
announced the cancelation of the WACA Grand Venture 
Bonanza tickets in 2021 and the Assembly will decide at 
the end of the year whether to revive it or replace it with 
another fund raising activity.

Due to COVID19 restrictions in Quebec, Keith Miller is 
not able to go into his office and continues to work from 
home.

A decision to proceed with the 53rd Annual General 
Assembly (AGA) in Bali Indonesia, or further postpone 
the upcoming AGA, will be taken by the end of March 
2021.

Sadly since my last report we have lost two of our 
members who passed away due to illness. Our own clown 
and VIC member, Annie Dolny, (Annie Banannie), passed 
away January 7th, 2021 and past VIC Executive Member 
and WACA Member of Honour, Irene Smith, on 
December 14th 2020 (predeceased by her husband, Ron 
Smith, December 23rd, 2017). They are all greatly missed.

One of the projects we hope to accomplish in 2021 is to 
revise the VIC Constitution and bylaws in order to provide 
more clarity and guidance for our members.
I am looking forward to everyone receiving their vaccines 
for Covid 19 and then we will all be able to socialize and 
travel together again.

Yours in Interlining
Freddie Whiting
President, Vancouver Interline Club
wushuyvr@gmail.com
604-307-1909

http://www.waca.org/
http://www.vancouverinterlineclub.ca/
mailto:yvrinterlineclub@gmail.com
mailto:maxpat@telus.net


SOCIAL REPORT

Well we are into a new year and hopefully we will 
eventually be able to get together again and enjoy some 
special events.

The recipe book was a great success thanks to all our 
members who contributed recipes, we had over 50 
submitted and Freddie has fine tuned them and made a 
PDF file so members will be able to download the book 
for a nominal fee. Thanks to donations from our 
members we were able to pay off all the expenses and 
give the club a total of $525.00 for our Charities. It has 
been a very bad year for donations this year so every 
little bit counts.

We did not have our light show, but again thanks to 
Freddie and other members they posted their photos on 
Facebook for those who are on it could see the pictures. 
Val Philbrook and Sharon Revel did a walk in downtown 
and posted some beautiful pictures, thank you girls.

Sue & I are working on possibly doing something on 
Zoom like playing games with different groups but 
details are sketchy now.

Cheers
Ann & Sue
VIC Social Events Chair

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021

Feb. 14   Valentines Scavenger Hunt  ZOOM 3PM

March 17 Lucky Leprechaun Hunt 
April 10 
May 30 

Bingo  
Car Rally 

 ZOOM 7PM 
ZOOM 7PM 
TBA 

 MEMBER OF HONOUR NOMINATION

During the last meeting of the Vancouver 
Interline Club Executive via Zoom a nomination 
by Sharon Revel to award Gerry Philbrook a 
Member of Honour of the Vancouver Interline 
Club was put forward and unanimously agree 
upon by all.  
There will be a special issue of the newsletter 
about Gerry and alll his interlining achievements 
coming soon.



Irene Smith
1937 ---2020

Irene was born in Poland in 1937 and came to 
Halifax, Canada in 1950 with her Mum and siblings. 
Later the family moved to Kamloops and then 
settled in Vancouver in 1964.

Irene met her betrothed Ron in Vancouver and they 
were married in 1965 and celebrated 55 years of 
marital bliss. 

She started work with CP Air in the 70’s and was 
the “Go to person for pass information” in the pass 
bureau. If you wanted to travel you just had to call 
Irene and she would arrange for your passes and 
all details. After she retired she volunteered with 
the Pionairs as our travel consultant.

Irene’s husband Ron was the Treasurer for the 
Vancouver Interline Club and she was his assistant 
for many years. They loved to travel and one of our 
members Pat Lindeman fondly remembers one of 
her holidays with them in Budapest. She also 
enjoyed the Friday night “feast” of perogies at the 
Ukrainian Hall in Richmond with many Interline 
friends. She recalls that Irene loved to crochet and 
knit and made beautiful items which she would 
donate to the Interline Club for prizes. She is 
greatly missed but I know she is happy now with 
Ron.”

Her sister Helen says Irene was a perfect sister, 
they had so many things in common and loved to 
travel together. One of the special things they did 
was drive motorhomes that needed to be moved 
from Province to Province so they would drive them 
to their destinations and enjoy a mini holiday 
together or with a convoy of motorhomes. Helen & 
Irene went back to Poland together and also did 
many Interline trips. 

Helen told me that Irene made over 300 toques & 
mitts which were given to the homeless. She loved 
to crochet and paint and was a volunteer at SOS 
Thrift Shop in Steveston and the two of them used 
to decorate the windows for every season.

Irene and Ron will be sadly missed by all their 
Interline friends around the world and they have left 
an empty spot in the Vancouver Interline Club 
which will be hard to fill.

Rest in peace our friend
Vancouver Interline Club



Annie Dolny
1955 - 2020

It is with great sadness that our friend Annie Dolny 
passed away on Dec 7th, 2020.  Annie (nee Leszkowicz) 
was born June 11th, 1955 in Winnipeg. She married 
Richard, May 5th 1979.  He was her rock and kept her 
grounded. He never wavered in taking care of her these 
last few years as she struggled with cancer.

Annie leaves behind her sister Irene (Stan), and brothers 
Tony (Wivina) and Johnny (Angela), as well as nieces 
and nephews.

Annie joined CP Air at YEGAP in February 1980 and 
moved to Vancouver where she worked in Stores, and 
Payload Control.  Now with Canadian Airlines, Annie 
worked in Group Express and YVRAP.  Then with Air 
Canada Annie was a lead agent in Aeroplan (Award of 
Excellence recipient 2006) and finally to YVRAP.  Annie 
started part time retirement (phase-in) in 2008 and full 
retirement in 2016.

At the age of 50 Annie changed her career from airline 
agent to professional clown.  She found making people 
laugh was for her "funner" as it was for those of us 
watching her transform into so many characters.

Annie Banannie gave of herself to help others.  She 
loved Dreams take Flight. 

She shaved her hair and raised money for Heart and 
Stroke. Annie loved her clown friends at Clowns Canada 
and the World Clown Association.  Some will remember 
her in the White Rock Pirates in the Park festival.

Annie loved to travel and went to clown conventions in 
LHR, LAS, YWG. She taught clowning in Denmark.  As 
well she and Richard loved to go on cruises together.

Life for Annie was full of adventure and fun.  If there was 
no laughter she was not in the room.  She will be 
missed, and it was our great pleasure to know her.
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